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EPISODE 4: 1978: MIKE 
Unit focus: English 

Year level: Years 3–6 

EPISODE CLIP: THE CARD COLLECTION 

ACTIVITY 3: CARD COLLECTING 

Subthemes: Customs and traditions; Entertainment and games 

Discover 

 Mike has a card collection that is important to him. As a class, discuss the reasons why Mike 
might be interested in collecting cards. Ask the students to consider:  

1 What does this tell the audience about the character of Mike?  

2 What could be the reasons the filmmaker included this information in the story?  

Reflect 

 Conduct a class survey of the things students collect and present these findings as a pictorial 
representation such as a bar graph, or with text and images. Evaluate and assess the most 
popular collections and describe the reasons given by students for collecting these items. 

 As an extension activity, students can survey members of their family (parents, grandparents and 
siblings to find out what they collected when they were young). Encourage students to collate this 
information on a graph, electronic spreadsheet, or record it manually on paper. 

 The survey results can be presented to the class, showing the differences and similarities in 
collections over the years. As a class, discuss the variety of objects collected over different 
generations and highlight the differences in objects collected today compared to in the past. 

 Encourage students to bring example collections to the classroom to share and compare. 

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E4.3: Card collecting 
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EPISODE 5: 1968: SOFIA 
Unit focus: English 

Year level: Years 3–6 

EPISODE CLIP: SPEAKING THE LANGUAGE 

ACTIVITY 1: LOST IN TRANSLATION 

Subthemes: Customs and traditions; Language and scripting: Multiculturalism 

Discover 

 After watching the clip, ask students to list the main events in this part of the story, thinking about 
what happened, why and to whom. Have students share their responses and discuss, listing the 
main ideas for further reference. 

 Focus the discussion on the scene in the lounge room when Sofia tricks Janice, her mother and 
Yaya by changing what they say when she is interpreting for them. Ask students to think about 
the following questions:  

1 What is the purpose of Sofia's actions here?  

2 Why do you think she is behaving in this way? 

 Discuss the possible reasons why Sofia does not like Janice. Have students consider what Sofia 
wants for her brother. 

 Ask students who they think has the power in this scene and why. How is Sofia able to control this 
situation the way she does? List her techniques. This is an important aspect of critical literacy. 
Have students draw on other ways that people hold power over others: physically, emotionally, 
and psychologically. 

 Look at how the filmmaker helps the audience understand the jokes and what is happening in this 
scene. Discuss the way each actor's body language is used to convey a lot of the meaning. Look 
closely at the attitudes towards Janice and how they change over the course of the conversation. 
What is the purpose of the subtitles here? As a class, discuss why the Greek language spoken in 
the rest of the clip is not translated like this.  

 Ask students to imagine what the Greek exchanges are when Sofia answers the door and there 
are no subtitles. Replay the scene to see if there are any clues. Have students write some 
possible exchanges between mother and daughter in this scene, knowing what Sofia is capable of 
from the conversation later in the lounge room Refer students to read the script for Episode 5: 
1968: Sofia, where the script writers planned the exchange between Janice and Sofia. Explain 
that it isn't exactly as the scene was shot, but is very close. 

 As a class, discuss the layout of this script extract, pointing out that the instructions in the script 
are called the 'big print' in script writing. The dialogue is what the characters say to each other. 
The big print gives directions to the director about how the characters in the scene are to act and 
relate to each other, for example, 'SOFIA sees JANICE as her nemesis'. What does the term 
'nemesis' mean? Students should look up the word in the dictionary and then work out what it 
means in the context of this exchange between Sofia and Janice.  
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 Discuss the advantages of being bilingual. Find out what languages students in the class speak at 
home and discuss. Have students think about how Janice feels in the situation when she is in the 
lounge room with Sofia and the Greek ladies. 

Reflect 

 Have students discuss and find out more information from the library and from interviewing family 
and community members around the following questions:  

1 What are the disadvantages of being monolingual?  

2 Why do Australian schools teach second languages?  

3 What are the benefits of learning a second language? 

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E5.1: Translation trickery 

ACTIVITY 2: LOUNGE ROOM TELEVISION  

Subthemes: Customs and traditions; Inventions and electronic media 

Discover 

 As a class, discuss the role of the television set in this clip. Ask students to respond to the 
question, 'What information can you learn about television at this time from what you can see?' An 
example answer would be that the set is black and white and has a small screen.  

 Ask students to compare the role of the television set in this clip with the role of the set in the clip 
'Greek School' from Episode 6. They should respond to the following questions:  

1 What is different about the way television is portrayed in these two scenes, ten years apart? 
What has happened?  

2 Does Sofia feel the same way about television as her brother Michaelis does in the earlier 
story? Compare the differences. (Sofia has a television in her lounge room, Michaelis has to 
watch a neighbour's set through binoculars.)  

3 What does the television in the lounge room say about Sofia's family now, compared with how 
it was for Michaelis?  

4 What has changed? (televisions are cheaper and more readily available, and Michaelis and 
Sofia's parents probably have more money to spend on a set than they did ten years 
previously.)  

 As a class, discuss the television show Why is it so? hosted by Professor Julius Sumner Miller, 
which Sofia is watching. Have students brainstorm what style of show it is from what they can see 
and hear in the clip.  

Reflect 

 Ask students to research this show further on the internet and present their findings to the class. 
They could also research what other Australian television shows were popular in the 1960s. 
Skippy: the bush kangaroo, for example, went to air for the first time in 1966 Ask students to 
compare Why is it so? with The Adventures of Robin Hood, which Sofia's brother Michaelis was 
watching ten years earlier. Ask students if they think The Adventures of Robin Hood was an 
Australian television show?  

 Discuss: 

1 where The Adventures of Robin Hood originated 
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2 the nature of television production and how expensive it is 

3 the development in Australian television production in the ten years between 1958 and 1968.  

 Ask students to interview their grandparents and older relatives to find out what television shows 
they watched in the 1960s and why. List the information brought back by students, looking for 
similarities and common themes. Identify which shows are listed the most? Discuss why.  

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E5.2: Television evolves 

EPISODE CLIP: CONSCRIPTION 

ACTIVITY 6: RECORD COLLECTION 

Subthemes: Art, music and literature; Customs and traditions;  
Entertainment and games 

Discover 

 Michaelis asks Sofia to look after his record collection. As a class, discuss what this means. Look 
at the idea of records and why they are collected. For a background study, look at the opening 
scene of 'Greek Garden’ in Episode 6 where the record player is in the foreground of the opening 
shot, playing Greek music, as a young Michaelis and his father work in the garden. Consider 
Michaelis as a young adult and how he now treasures his music. 

 Have students research popular music from the 1960s. Ask students to compile a list of songs 
from 1968 that would be essential to Michaelis's record collection. Ask them to list artists and 
songs and perhaps find some examples of these to listen to. 

 As a class, examine the culture of pop music in the 1960s. Ask students to discover what 
countries influenced Australian music and whether international artists were ever banned from 
radio broadcasts. Find out who was the most popular Australian artist of the time. 

 Match music trends and fashion of the 1960s. Ask students to consider how music and fashion 
followed similar trends. Ask them to compare music and fashion today and see if they can 
correlate the cultures. Ask students to nominate a 1960s cultural look for their group. 

Reflect 

 Students are invited to dress up as a character from the 1960s. The character could be a popular 
musician, a fashion designer, a teenager, a radio announcer, or any other typical identity from the 
era. Organise hot seat role-plays where students answer questions from the class while in 
character: 

1 Students write five questions they would like to ask one of the characters from the pop culture 
scene (music or fashion) of the 1960s. They research the answers and use the information to 
fill out their character. 

2 A student volunteers for the 'hot seat' which is placed at the front of the classroom. 

3 The teacher asks initial questions such as: 

a Who are you?  

b What are you wearing?  

c What is your favourite colour?  
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4 The teacher encourages students to challenge answers given by the student in the hot seat. 
(This may be because the answers are factually wrong or because it is a matter of differing 
interpretations). 

5 When questions start to become exhausted the teacher brings the hot seat role-play to a 
close. 

6 The class debriefs with questions such as:  

a What was it like to be in the hot seat? 

b How do you feel the student in the hot seat performed? 

c How could it have been better? 

d Did you agree with that student's interpretation of the character? Why or why not? 

7 In order to synthesise their understandings about their character, students can complete a 
hall of fame nomination form. Students may need to conduct further research in order to 
complete the form. 

8 Responses can be used to explore the characters in further detail, if desired.  

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E5.5: Music of the '60s 

ACTIVITY 7: THE HAIRCUT  

Subthemes: Australians at war; Customs and traditions 

Discover 

 As a class, view the scene where Michaelis is having his hair cut. Discuss the possible 
significance of this event in the story. As background, explain the fashions of the time and the 
symbolism of long hair gaining cultural currency as the new fashion for young men in the 1960s 
and 1970s. Ask students to examine and find examples of fashions from this time.  

 In this context, discuss what cutting his hair might have meant to Michaelis (especially in an era 
where longer hair was 'cool'.) Discuss the ways in which the filmmaker has used the camera in 
this scene. 

 As a class, discuss: 

1 Why did the filmmaker use close-up shots of the haircut with the focus on Sofia's eyes in the 
background, and through the mirror?  

2 What does this add to the story?  

3 What role does sound, for example the sound of the electric clippers, play in this scene in the 
barber shop?  

4 Describe the mood of the music used and what it is used for. 

 Focus attention on the way the story segues from Michaelis asking Sofia if she wants an ice-
cream to the immediate follow-on shot in the barber shop. How has the filmmaker connected the 
two different scenes? Discuss possible reasons why. 

Reflect 

 Ask students to write an additional scene with action and dialogue where Sofia and Michaelis go 
to the ice-cream shop. Questions they need to consider include:  
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1 How do they get there? Look again at how the shot of Michaelis and Sofia in the lane ends 
before the ice-cream. 

2 What happens between Sofia and Michaelis in the shop? This could be an opportunity for 
Michaelis to tell Sofia some more about the Vietnam War, bringing in further information that 
students have found in their research.  

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E5.6: Short back and sides 

EPISODE 6: 1958: MICHAELIS 
Unit focus: English 

Year level: Years 3–6 

EPISODE CLIP: GREEK SCHOOL 

ACTIVITY 1: YOU'RE A GREEK BOY 

Subthemes: Character; Customs and traditions; Social order and education 

Discover 

 Michaelis has to go to Greek school. View the clip and discuss this scene, focusing on how 
Michaelis feels about being made to go. Ask students to explain how they know that Michaelis 
doesn't want to be there, for example, body language, dialogue and interaction between 
characters. Discuss the reasons why Michaelis is made to go to Greek school. Find out if any 
students in the class attend a language school outside regular school hours. If so, ask them to 
describe their school, what they learn and what they enjoy about it. 

 Michaelis has his mind on other things while he is at Greek school. He misses important dates in 
Greek history and information about the Patriarch. His teacher berates him for his inattention. 
Discuss the purpose of this scene with the class. What does it tell the audience about Greek 
school? Relate this discussion back to the reasons put forward in the previous discussion about 
why Michaelis is forced to go to Greek school. 

 Michaelis's Greek teacher Kyrios Josephides tells him, 'Michaelis, if you are good, your life will be 
good to you in return.' Discuss this advice with the class and have students write a description of 
what they think it means. As a class, create a list of useful advice on how to live your life. 

Reflect  

 Explain that many groups of people who have migrated to another country deem the preservation 
of their language, culture and traditions to be important. To help maintain cultural traditions, they 
may plan for children to attend special classes during weekends. Have students write an 
argument for or against this practice, or hold a class discussion on the issue. 
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EPISODE CLIP: THE CHRISTENING 

ACTIVITY 7: FATHERS AND SONS 

Subthemes: Currency; Customs and traditions; Relationships 

Discover 

 Ask students to describe the relationship between Michaelis and his father and discuss their 
responses. Ask them to use evidence from the clip to support their observations, for example, 
Baba kissing and hugging Michaelis, and the kind way he speaks to his son. Ask students to then 
examine the relationship between the McCormack boys and their father. Discuss these 
responses. 

 Screen the segment that shows the McCormack boys giving Michaelis the penny and watch 
carefully the portrayal of their father in this scene. He doesn't speak, but his body language 
conveys many emotions. Draw the students' attention to the way camera angles and shots are 
used to enhance the meaning of this scene. Discuss the reasons why the filmmaker has 
portrayed the McCormack family in this way. Use the following questions as prompts: 

1 How does this scene make the audience now feel about the relationship between Michaelis 
and his father? 

2 Why does the filmmaker want the audience to have sympathy for the McCormack boys? 

3 What does this scene add to the story? 

Reflect 

 Ask the students to reflect on the scene and complete these statements on the activity sheet.  

1 The filmmaker portrays the Greek family as ... because ... 

2 The filmmaker portrays the McCormack family as ... because ... 

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E6.4: Fathers and sons from two families  
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EPISODE 7: 1948: JEN 
Unit focus: English 

Year level: Years 3–6 

EPISODE CLIP: COURTING 

ACTIVITY 9: THE ENGAGEMENT 

Subthemes: Relationships; Customs and traditions 

Discover 

 As a class, discuss the relationships between the main characters in this clip, Jen and her mother 
Kath; Jen and Wal; and Wal and Kath. Have students use Student Activity Sheet: E7.8 to 
describe each of these relationships.  

 View the scene again where Jen comes home to find her mother and Wal behind closed doors. 
Ask students to consider what they are talking about in private, and what is the significance of the 
ring. What information does this provide to the viewer and Jen?  

 As a class, discuss the concept of marriage in Western culture. What does it mean? Discuss and 
list the rituals of marriage in a family like Jen's. Explore the feelings Jen may have experienced 
with the news of her mother's impending marriage. What is meant by Wal being 'a good catch?' 

Reflect 

 Have students work in pairs to design two wedding invitations. First, they should design a 
traditional invitation from Kath and Wal inviting friends and family to their wedding, and then one 
from Jen discouraging people from coming to the wedding.  

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E7.8: Extending families 
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EPISODE 8: 1938: COLUM 
Unit focus: English 

Year level: Years 3–6 

EPISODE CLIP: PUNTING 

ACTIVITY 10: WRITING A NEWSPAPER REPORT 

Subtheme: Customs and traditions 

Discover 

 Ask students to bring some examples of horse racing reports from the sports section of a 
newspaper. Deconstruct the texts with the class, looking at the structure of this text type or genre, 
the style of writing and the sort of information included. 

 Source an old newspaper report about the Melbourne Cup, either online or from the library, which 
includes descriptions of the horses and of the fashions. Deconstruct this text with the class and 
use the information to create an outline of the features of this text type. Use this model to create a 
jointly constructed newspaper report of a mythical horse race. 

Reflect 

 Ask students to write their own newspaper report on the 1938 Melbourne Cup, using information 
from old newspaper reports, books or online. They should include the names of the horses, the 
jockey's colours, the owners, events on the day and of course, fashion. What were women and 
men wearing? 

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E8.9: It's a winner! 

ACTIVITY 11: SAYINGS AND PUNISHMENT 

Subthemes: Customs and traditions; Language and scripting 

Discover 

 As a class, look at some of the colloquial expression or 'sayings' used in this clip, for example, a 
'grandfather of a hiding'. Read the script for Episode 8: 1938: Colum to find other examples. 
Discuss the meaning of these. 

Reflect 

 Ask students to discuss the concept of 'corporal' punishment. What is the origin of this term and 
what is involved in corporal punishment? Ask students to jot down other terms that mean the 
same as 'a hiding'. As a class, evaluate if 'a grandfather of a hiding' is better or worse than 
another sort of hiding. Ask students, 'Do you think people still view corporal punishment today as 
they did in 1938? Why or why not?'  
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 Another saying used is 'Not a word to your mother.' Ask students to discuss the context in which 
this is used and what it means. Have students think of sayings of a similar nature, such as 'Mum's 
the word.', 'Keep it under your hat.', 'Don't tell a living soul.' and 'Sit on it.' 

 Ask students to create an ongoing 'sayings' file where they list the phrases with their meanings. 
Students could read though the My Place scripts to find examples more quickly.  

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E8.10: Ways of saying 

EPISODE 9: 1928: BRIDIE 
Unit focus: English 

Year level: Years 3–6 

EPISODE CLIP: THE FUNERAL 

ACTIVITY 6: FUNERAL TRADITIONS 

Subthemes: Customs and traditions  

Discover 

 Discuss what is happening in this clip and how it relates to the entire episode. Ask students to 
respond to the following questions: 

1 What is the most powerful image in this clip?  

2 What do students remember most vividly from the clip? Why?  

 After the class discussion, ask students to list the information (both seen and heard) that tells the 
audience this is a funeral, for example, the flowers, the black clothes, the silence, Bridie's and 
Kath's faces, the crying mother. 

 If students have not seen the whole episode, they will not initially know who the funeral is for. Ask 
them to write down at what point they realised this is the funeral for a young person, for example, 
the size of the coffin.  

Reflect 

 Ask students to list what information the clip gives about Lorna and the circumstances of her 
death. They should look for clues and write an explanation of what they think happened to her.   

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E9.6: Finding clues 
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ACTIVITY 9: FURTHER READING AND VIEWING 

Subthemes: Culture; Customs and traditions  

(Note: This activity and worksheet relate to the complete episode rather than an individual clip.) 

Discover 

 To explore the topic of death and loss further, students could read a comparative literary text that 
deals with the sudden and surprising death of a significant child character, for example: 

1 Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson (for older students)  

2 Seven Little Australians by Ethel Turner (first published in 1894). 

 As a class, either read sections from these books or watch excerpts from the films and discuss 
the effect that the character's death had on her friends and family. Talk about the feelings that can 
result from a sudden death, such as guilt and blame.  

Reflect 

 Students should design and plan a memorial for Lorna. They should consider Lorna's 
accomplishments, her character and her legacy. Ask students to indicate what the memorial 
would say, where they would place it and why.  

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E9.9: Creating a memorial 

EPISODE 10: 1918: BERTIE 
Unit focus: English 

Year level: Years 3–6 

ACTIVITY 11: CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 

Subthemes: Australians at war; Customs and traditions 

This activity relates to the complete episode instead of an individual clip. 

Discover 

 Ask students to consider the First World War from the perspective of a young conscientious 
objector who refused to train as a soldier. View 'Boy Soldiers' from the Australian Children's 
Television Foundation More Winners series. This telemovie is set during the same period, but is 
based on the atmosphere surrounding the conscription issue in Australia in 1914. A 1910 law 
required all boys aged between 14 and 17 years to register for military training. Subsequently, 
between 1911 and 1915 over 30,000 Australian boys were prosecuted for not obeying this law. 
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Reflect 

 'Boy soldiers' is a film in the More Winners series. Two sets of related teaching and learning 
activities can be found at the Australian Children's Television Foundation website Learning 
Centre. Have students complete both sets of activities. 

'Boy soldiers', 
http://www.actf.com.au/learning_centre/school_resources/productions/win/lesson_plans/boy_soldi
ers.htm 

'Boy soldiers B', 
http://www.actf.com.au/learning_centre/school_resources/productions/win/lesson_plans/boy_soldi
ersb.htm 

EPISODE 11: 1908: EVELYN 
Unit focus: English 

Year level: Years 3–6 

EPISODE CLIP: MR WONG'S EMPORIUM 

ACTIVITY 4: THE 'NO. 5' ASSORTMENT 

Subtheme: Customs and traditions 

 Evelyn and her family are excited by the prospect of being the owners of the Mr Wong's 'No. 5' 
assortment of fireworks. It is the best available and is expensive. 

Discover 

 View the clip and observe the box construction and the designs on the outside. Also look at the 
designs of the fireworks. As a class work out how many fireworks are in the box. What varieties 
are included? What type of effects would each firework produce when lit? Consider what 
instructions would be needed to inform people of the dangers involved and the safe procedures 
for lighting the fireworks. Ask the class to estimate the cost of the box and its contents. 

Reflect 

 Ask students to design their own box of fireworks based on Mr Wong's 'No. 5' assortment. They 
need to design the box itself; a label and instructions for the outside; and include images to 
decorate the outside of the box. They could also design two or three fireworks that are to be 
placed in the box. Each should have a different design drawn around it to denote the type of 
firework it is. 

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet: E11.4: My box of fireworks 
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EPISODE CLIP: CRACKER NIGHT 

ACTIVITY 11: MAKING NEWS 

Subthemes: Celebrations; Character; Customs and traditions 

Discover 

 Ask students to write a newspaper report describing the atmosphere of the cracker night 
celebrations and including an interview with Evelyn or Edward. Students should 'ask' the 
characters to describe the highlight of the night for them. Include some quotes from the character 
to conclude the story. 

Reflect 

 Draw a picture of the cracker night to include with the article. 

 Ask students to design an advertisement for Mr Wong's store and his fireworks, to be included as 
part of the newspaper page. The advertisement needs to have a slogan, an image and some 
details of the products. 

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E11.11: Newspaper report 

ACTIVITY 12: CRACKER NIGHT 

Subthemes: Celebrations; Customs and traditions 

Discover 

 Until the late 1970s the ritual called Guy Fawkes Night, was celebrated each year on 5 November 
in backyards and vacant blocks of land all over Australia. Children could buy fireworks at variety 
stores, and old tree branches and dry wood would be gathered to build the bonfire. At the event 
an effigy built from hay, straw and hessian bags, called a guy, might be put on the bonfire and set 
alight. Have students research the Gunpowder Plot and find out who Guy Fawkes was. 

Reflect 

 Some cultures still practise letting off fireworks to celebrate certain events. Ask students to find 
out about some of these celebrations. Collect images of fireworks from your research and use 
them to create a photomontage. 

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E11.12: Celebrating with fireworks 
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EPISODE 13: 1888: VICTORIA 
Unit focus: English 

Year level: Years 3–6 

EPISODE CLIP: VICTORIA'S FAMILY SUPPER 

ACTIVITY 4: FORESHADOWING 

Subthemes: Customs and traditions; Language and scripting 

Discover 

 As a class, view the clip and pause it after Victoria's father says, 'I'm the luckiest man alive to 
have a daughter like you.' 

 Ask students to think about the most important pieces of information given by the filmmaker in this 
clip so far. Have students predict what might happen next, and give reasons based on clues or 
information from the text: 'I think X is going to happen because Y.' 

 Have students look up 'foreshadowing' in the dictionary. What does it mean? As a class, discuss 
this literary device and how writers and filmmakers use foreshadowing to suggest and tune 
readers into events that have yet to occur.  

Reflect 

 Ask students to think of examples of foreshadowing in a variety of texts: television shows, novels, 
picture storybooks. The opening scene of a television show often foreshadows what is to come, 
with hints given in many different ways. Look again at what students have highlighted in their 
predictions and how they have supported them with evidence from the text.  

 Remember that two key elements in the story of Victoria are superstitions and the money 
problems of Victoria's father. Ask students to discuss the purpose of this foreshadowed 
information and have them answer the questions on Student Activity Sheet: E13.3.  

 Have students write an outline of what they think will happen next in the story. This should include 
these foreshadowed elements.  

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E13.4: Predictions 
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EPISODE CLIP: TREASURED OBJECTS 

ACTIVITY 9: NARRATIVE LINKS 

Subthemes: Customs and traditions; Entertainment and games 

Discover 

 Have students view the clip and, as a class, discuss what the children are doing in the clip and 
why they are doing it. Giving up their objects would be difficult for each child. In Victorian times, 
children had very few possessions. Compare the number of toys and belongings students have 
today and those that Victoria's family had. Ask students to consider how difficult they would find 
giving up special objects.  

 Explore how this scene has been edited, cutting back and forth between the children collecting 
the objects from different places and the children sitting in their bedroom, planning what to do. 
This technique gives a good overview of much of the children's home and world.  

Reflect 

 Ask students to list the places that the children go to, both inside and outside the house, to hide 
the objects. 

 The children in the clip hide mysterious treasured objects in their house. Have students pretend to 
be one of the children and, as that character, write a letter to someone in the future describing this 
day in their life in 1888. Refer to Student Activity Sheet E13.9. 

Download 

 Student Activity Sheet E13.9: Hidden treasures 
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Name: _____________________________________ 

 

Card collecting 

1 Conduct a survey with members of your family, including your parents, 
grandparents and older friends or siblings, to find out what types of objects they 
collected when they were young. 

Name Object Length 
collected 

Reason Number 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

2 You can then collate this information and present it on a graph or chart showing 
the most popular to the least popular in the space below. 

 

Student Activity Sheet E4.3  Episode 4: 1978: Mike 
Activity 3: Card collecting  Clip: The card collection 
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Translation trickery 

After viewing the clip 'Speaking the language', answer the following questions: 

1 What is the purpose of Sofia's actions to falsely translate the conversation?  

  

2 Why do you think she is behaving in this way? 

  

3 Why doesn't Sofia like Janice? 

  

4 Why is Sofia able to control this situation the way she does? List her techniques. 

  

5 What is the purpose of the subtitles here? 

  

6 Sofia sees Janice as her nemesis. What does the term 'nemesis' mean? Refer to 
the script for Episode 5: 1968: Sofia. 

  

7 What are the disadvantages of being monolingual?  

  

8 Why do Australian schools teach second languages? 

  

9 What are the benefits of learning a second language? 

  

Student Activity Sheet E5.1  Episode 5: 1968: Sofia 
Activity 1: Lost in translation  Clip: Speaking the language 
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Television evolves 

1 Compare the role of the television in this clip with the role of the television in the 
clip 'Greek School' from Episode 6. Respond to the following questions:  

a What is different about the way television is portrayed between these two 
scenes, ten years apart? What has happened? 

  

b Does Sofia feel the same way about television as her brother Michaelis does 
in the earlier story? (Sofia has a television in her lounge room, Michaelis had 
to watch a neighbours' television through binoculars.)  

  

c What does the television in the lounge room say about Sofia's family now in 
comparison to what it was like for Michaelis? 

  

d What has changed? 

  

2 List four other Australian television shows that were popular in the 1960s: 

  

3 Compare Why is it so? with The Adventures of Robin Hood, which was watched 
by Sofia's brother Michaelis in 1958. Find out: 

a where this television show originated 

b how television shows are produced and how expensive production is  

c how Australian television production developed between 1958 and 1968. 

  

4 Interview your grandparents and older relatives to find out what television shows 
they watched in the 1960s and why. 

Student Activity Sheet E5.2  Episode 5: 1968: Sofia 
Activity 2: Lounge room television  Clip: Speaking the language 
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Music of the '60s 

1 Compile a list of songs from 1968 that would be essential to Michaelis's record 
collection. List 10 artists and the songs. 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9  

10  

2 Find out which countries influenced Australian music and whether international 
artists were ever banned from radio broadcasts. Who was the most popular 
Australian artist of the time? 

  

  

3 Write five questions you would like to ask one of the characters from the pop 
culture scene (music or fashion) of the 1960s. Research the answers and use 
this information to take part in hot seat role-plays.  

 

Student Activity Sheet E5.5  Episode 5: 1968: Sofia 
Activity 6: Record collection  Clip: Conscription 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  
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Short back and sides 

1 Respond to these questions about the clip, particularly the scene in the barber 
shop. 

a Why did the filmmaker use close-up shots of the haircut, with the focus on 
Sofia's eyes in the background and through the mirror? 

   

b What does this add to the story? 

  

c What role does sound, for example the sound of the electric clippers, play in 
this scene in the barber shop?  

  

d Describe the mood of the music used and what it is used for.  

  

e How has the filmmaker connected the two different scenes? Discuss possible 
reasons.  

  

2 Write an additional scene, with action and dialogue, where Sofia and Michaelis 
go to the ice-cream shop.  

  

  

  

  

  

Student Activity Sheet E5.6  Episode 5: 1968: Sofia 
Activity 7: The haircut  Clip: Conscription 
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Fathers and sons from two families 

1 Describe the relationship between Michaelis and his father. 

  

  

  

2 Examine the relationship between the McCormack boys and their father. 

  

  

  

3 What does the filmmaker want the audience to think about the McCormack 
family? 

  

  

4 Copy and complete the following statements: 

a The filmmaker portrays the Greek family as ... because ... 

  

  

b The filmmaker portrays the McCormack family as ... because ... 

  

  

Student Activity Sheet E6.4  Episode 6: 1958: Michaelis 
Activity 7: Fathers and sons  Clip: The christening 
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Extending families 

1 What are the relationships between the main characters in this clip: Jen and her 
mother Kath, Jen and Wal, and Wal and Kath? 

Character Describe the relationship 

Jen and Kath  
 

Jen and Wal  
 

Wal and Kath  
 

2 Jen comes home to find her mother and Wal behind a closed door.  

a What do you think they are talking about behind the closed door?  

  

b What is the significance of the ring?  

  

c What information is portrayed to the viewer and Jen?  

  

d What is meant by Wal being 'a good catch'? 

  

3 Work in pairs to design two wedding invitations:  

a a traditional wedding invitation from Kath and Wal inviting friends and family to 
their wedding  

b a second invitation from Jen discouraging people from coming to the wedding. 

 

Student Activity Sheet E7.8  Episode 7: 1948: Jen 
Activity 9: The engagement  Clip: Courting 
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It's a winner! 

Write a newspaper report on the 1938 Melbourne Cup. Look at old newspaper 
reports, books or online for information on the race. Include the names of the horses, 
the jockeys' colours, the owners, events on the day and of course, fashion. What 
were women and men wearing? 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Student Activity Sheet E8.9  Episode 8: 1938: Colum 
Activity 10: Writing a newspaper report  Clip: Punting 
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Ways of saying 

1 What is the meaning of 'corporal' punishment? What is the origin of this term?  

  

  

2 Do you think people still view corporal punishment today as they did in 1938? 
Why or why not? 

  

  

3 Find other sayings and what they mean. Look at My Place scripts or note down 
expressions you have heard. 

Sayings Meanings 

grandfather of a hiding   

Not a word to your mother.   

Don't tell a living soul.  

Mum's the word.  

Keep it under your hat.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Student Activity Sheet E8.10  Episode 8: 1938: Colum 
Activity 11: Sayings and punishment  Clip: Punting 
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Finding clues 

1 Think about how this clip relates to the entire 'Bridie' episode. Respond to the 
following questions: 

a What is the most powerful image in this clip? 

  

b What do you remember most vividly from the clip? Why? 

  

  

2 Watch the clip and list the information (both seen and heard) that tells the 
audience this is a funeral.  

  

3 At what point did you realise this is the funeral for a young person?  

  

  

4 Look for clues in the clip that tell you what Lorna was like and the circumstances 
of her death. List the information about Lorna in the table and explain how you 
know this. What do you think happened to Lorna? 

What do we know about Lorna? How do we know this? 
 

 

  

  

Student Activity Sheet E9.6  Episode 9: 1928: Bridie 
Activity 6: Funeral traditions  Clip: The funeral 
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Creating a memorial 

1 Design and plan a memorial for Lorna. Consider Lorna's accomplishments, her 
character and her legacy. What should the memorial look like? What should it 
say? Where would you place it and why?  

a Text on the memorial: 

  

  

  

2 Design of the memorial and its location: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Activity Sheet E9.9  Episode 9: 1928: Bridie 
Activity 9: Further reading and viewing  Clip: The funeral 
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My box of fireworks 

Evelyn and her family are excited by the prospect of being the owners of the Mr 
Wong's 'No. 5' assortment of fireworks. It is the best available and costs a great deal. 

Design your own box of fireworks. Your design will include the box itself, a label and 
instructions for the outside of the box. Add images to decorate the box. Design two 
or three fireworks that you would put in the box. The fireworks should have different 
decorations drawn around them to show what kind of display you would see in the 
sky once they have been lit. Use the space below to plan your designs. 

Student Activity Sheet E11.4  Episode 11: 1908: Evelyn 
Activity 4: The 'No.5' assortment  Clip: Mr Wong’s Emporium 
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Newspaper report 

1 Write a newspaper report describing the atmosphere of the cracker night 
celebrations. Include an interview with Evelyn or Edward. Ask the characters to 
explain the highlight of the night for them. Include some quotes from the 
character to conclude the story. 

2 Draw a picture of cracker night to include with the article. 

3 Include an advertisement for Mr Wong's store and his firecrackers as part of the 
newspaper page. This advertisement needs to have a slogan, an image and 
some details of the products. 

Article 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image          Advertisement for Mr Wong's Emporium 

Student Activity Sheet E11.11  Episode 11: 1908: Evelyn 
Activity 11: Making news  Clip: Cracker night 
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Celebrating with fireworks 

1 Research the history of the Gunpowder Plot. Who was Guy Fawkes? 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

2 Some communities still practice letting off fireworks to celebrate certain 
occasions. Find out about some of these events, when they are held, and what 
they celebrate. Collect images of fireworks from your research and create a 
photomontage. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Activity Sheet E11.12  Episode 11: 1908: Evelyn 
Activity 11: Cracker night   Clip: Cracker night 
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Predictions 

1 As a class, you will view the clip and pause it after Victoria's father says, 'I'm the 
luckiest man alive to have a daughter like you.' Predict what might happen next, 
and give reasons based on clues or information from the text.  

 

I think ________________________________________________ is going to happen 

because 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

2 Look up the term 'foreshadowing' in the dictionary. What does it mean?  

  

3 Two key elements in the first part of the clip are the superstitions about a dead 
cat and witches, and the knowledge that Victoria's father is facing problems.  

a Who is this information for? (Is it Victoria or the viewer?) 

  

b Why is this important?  

  

c What is this signaling to the viewer about the coming story?  

  

4 Write an outline of what you think will happen next in the story. This should 
include foreshadowed elements.  

  

  

  

  

Student Activity Sheet E13.4  Episode 13: 1888: Victoria 
Activity 4: Foreshadowing  Clip: Victoria's family dinner 
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Hidden treasures 

1 List the places the children go to, both inside and outside the house, to hide the 
objects. 

Inside Outside 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Pretend to be one of the children and, as that character, write a letter to someone 
in the future describing this day in your life in 1888. Don't forget to describe where 
you live, the street, the countryside, the town and what happens. 

Use the template on the next page. 

Student Activity Sheet E13.9  Episode 13: 1888: Victoria 
Activity 9: Narrative links  Clip: Treasured objects 
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Student Activity Sheet E13.9  Episode 13: 1888: Victoria 
Activity 9: Narrative links  Clip: Treasured objects 

(Name) 

(Address) 

(Date) 

To whoever finds this letter, 

My name is  _____________________________________________  

and  _________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 


